1sts 
Back to winning ways and continued momentum with a 1v3 win over C&K Basildon. Goals came from Sarah Tayler(2) and Mia Price.
Having not played since 11th December a win was vital. This effectively takes Basildon out of the title race. 
Peterborough also slipped further back with a 7v5 loss at Billericay. 

Arlesey 
Played
14 W11 D2 L1 F43 A15 Points 35 
Bedford 
Played15 W8 D4 L3 F41 A21
 Points 28 
Billericay 
Played14 W8 D4 L2 F39 A23 Points 28 
P'boro 

Played13 W8 D2 L3 F40 A34 Points 26 
Basildon 
Played13 W6 D3 L5 F22 A17 Points 21 
This Sunday see's us host Leighton Utd from the Beds&Herts Women's County League in a Beds County Cup 1/4 final. 
The following Sunday we travel to East Thurrock to play in the League Cup 1/4 final. 
The month ends with an important home league game against 2nd placed Bedford which could take them out of the title race too.

2nds (Everitt v Arlesey) 
Hoping to start the year positively after a difficult period in November/December, the 2's travelled to Everitt. Knowing they were facing a top 5 team, the game was tight for 20 minutes. Charlie Taylor shot just wide when free on the edge of the box. A header from a corner saw Everitt take the lead. Minutes later, Arlesey keeper Mel Seyer saved a strong shot only for Everitt to tap in at the back post. This rocked Arlesey a little and the lead was extended just before the break with an accurate long range effort from just outside the box.
Arlesey stuck with their 3-5-2 formation for the 2nd half, and resumed the game with key points to consider after the half-time talk.
Trying to win the aerial ball more in midfield and attack the wings more, they shared a higher percentage of possession for longer spells.
The Everitt defence were well drilled and high in confidence. Arlesey's only change was made on 68 minutes with veteran Emma Chamberlain replacing Charlie Taylor up front. Good through balls were being supplied by Ella Ellisdon, Karen Clark and Rachel Jones from all area's of midfield. Everitt's back four played a very high line though and it was difficult to beat the off-side trap despite Whitehead's pace. Everitt's keeper was tested with a long range effort from Lisa McCabe when a corner was cleared to the edge of the box. The best chance came when Ellisdon broke through on the left wing, out-running the defender and turning into the area. Her square pass beat the keeper but Whitehead and Chamberlain were unable to get to the back post for the tap-in. Another 2 quick successive goals knocked the final nail in for Arlesey but their spirited performance continued to the final whistle, with a deflected shot completing the 6v0 score-line with seconds to go. 
Particular mention goes to Keeper Mel Seyer for some great saves, Dani Godfrey in defence and Ella Ellisdon in midfield for exceptional performances.
Team:M Seyer, B Wade, M Hilling, D Godfrey, T Gooda, L McCabe, K Clark, E Ellison, R Jones, C Taylor, M Whitehead (E Chamberlain)
The 2nds will work hard in training to try to recharge themselves for the local derby at Sandy on Sunday. 

